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ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE BILL 2020 — DRAFT — CONSULTATION 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.20 pm]: I rise to provide an update 
on the reform of Aboriginal heritage laws in our state and the successful conclusion of the latest consultation period 
on the draft Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill 2020. 
While the existing Aboriginal Heritage Act was considered progressive legislation when it was enacted in 1972, 
there has been widespread recognition for many years that the laws are not in keeping with modern values. The 
first attempt at reform was undertaken by the Lawrence government in 1992 but failed due to a lack of consensus. 
The same fate has befallen many similar attempts by subsequent governments. On this occasion, I am confident that 
we have a path forward. 
The current review process has now been underway for almost three years with the launch of a consultation paper 
in 2018, a more extensive discussion paper last year, and, finally, the release of a draft consultation bill in September 
this year. The bill represents fundamental legislative reform of the recognition, protection and management of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage in this state and is, in effect, co-designed lawmaking by Aboriginal people, land users 
and the broader community. The bill captures and celebrates the diverse elements and perspectives of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage and recognises that it is both a traditional and living culture that remains fundamental to the 
lives of Aboriginal people. It also aligns with native title, which is critical in determining the custodians of 
cultural heritage. 
The bill places Aboriginal people at the heart of decision-making about their own heritage and focuses on achieving 
agreement between land users and traditional owners. The three phases of consultation that have got us to this 
position involved more than 100 workshops and information sessions attended by more than 1 400 people. We had 
more than 380 submissions and about 150 targeted and individual stakeholder meetings. Parliamentary Counsel is 
now working on a range of improvements to the bill recommended though the latest consultation phase, and I am 
confident that a final version of the bill will be available when Parliament returns next year. 
I have been enormously pleased with the constructive approach taken by those involved through all consultation 
phases. This clearly includes Aboriginal people, largely represented through native title bodies, claimant groups 
and the Aboriginal Advisory Council. The resources industry has also provided helpful support for the process 
through the Chamber of Minerals and Energy and the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies. All these 
stakeholders understand that if consensus cannot be achieved, the deeply flawed 1972 act will continue to operate. 
I have also been very grateful to have the support and encouragement of the opposition during this process. I wish to 
acknowledge the members for Dawesville and Warren–Blackwood for their genuine interest in resolving this issue 
in a bipartisan manner that will secure an enduring outcome. I am confident that the effort undertaken to reach 
broad consensus on these reforms will allow the best possible chance for a bill to be supported by the forty-first 
Parliament. Although I will not be a member of that Parliament, I will continue to follow this important reform 
with great interest. 
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